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4 November 1906 


ffco Hoionbic Sober t £. McNamara 
Tbe geeretary of Sefonse 
Washington, D. C. 

Boar Botei 


1 transmit herewith five copies of our aenoracdu®, 

Rejrtl I Vietnam. I January-30 September 1WC0. is m~ 
eposse to your recent request . 

The ptiscipil conclusions of our study lire; 

X. The far greater emphasis on armed recoe- 
n a l us a nce strikes is 1906, as opposed to initial 
attacks os fixed targets, has somewhat lowered 
the cost effectiveness of the air campaign compared 
to 1665. 

3. the Kortfe Vietnamese have learned to cope 
successfully with the damage caused by air strikes, 
aided very materially by imports of military and 
economic goods from the 8&6E and Communist China. 

3. While helling thunder has caused no 
perceptible weakening is the will of Hanoi to 
mmttsm the war, the program represents a form 
of leverage against the regime and perhaps a 
amuse of worry because of the threat of further 
escalation. 

this sewoxvumtGUK will be followed by a more compre- 
hensive study in about 3d days, in which a much fuller 
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saalysis will be gifts to certain k«y question* suck 
*• tlirti coustry attitudes. is you requested, «e 
•tell update our analysis at three-aonth intervals. 

Wm tere nade no otter external distribution of 
ms oauoraodaa, but copies are available lor tbe 
President ted otter senior officials as soon as you 
test tksa re leased, It woul d be appreciated if you 
would Infers | ~l who la turn will be in 

tssob with appropriate officers la tte Agency for 
ms purpose. 

Sincerely, 

7s7 BicKard Helms 

Richard Belas 
W rector 

Attachments; a/s 
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